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This is a little book about some of the things we 

love in Austin. We tried to especially focus on East 

Austin, because if we listed all the things to love 

about all of Austin, it wouldn’t be a little book 

anymore. It certainly wouldn’t fit in your pocket. 

Unless you were wearing cargo shorts. But we 

don’t expect you to be wearing cargo shorts. 

HEY THERE!
Check out these 
places, and if 

you’re looking for 
more, come talk or



When strolling around East Austin, 

Keep your eyes peeled for Monks. 

You can’t miss ‘em,

Bright green little fellows.

You’ll probably hear them coming first.

They’re not the silent type.

They came from the Pampas of South America,

Sometime in the 1970s.

A careless pet owner? Or maybe an avian Moses?

Nobody knows,

But we’re converts now.

You’ll see their little hotels made of sticks.

Sometimes twenty little parrot families,

Living together in communion.

Our little Monk parakeets,

Doing their part,

To keep it weird.

Monk Parakeets



Austin is the only place in the world you’ll see 

Moonlight Towers. Starting in 1895, the city 

put up these 150’ tall towers to light up whole 

neighborhoods. There are only 15 left in the 

entire world and all of them are in Austin. 

In 1995, the city carefully restored them all 

and threw a big festival to celebrate. You 

may remember them from Dazed & Confused 

(Beer Bust at the Moon Tower!)

The closest one to here is to the southeast, 

at the northeast corner of Canterbury and 

Lynn streets. Go check it out, but don’t climb 

it. Some drunk freshman fell off! Autopsy 

said he had one beer, man. How many did 

you have?

Find these 15 Locations

Leland St. & Eastside Drive           NE Corner

Monroe St. & S. 1st St.              SW Corner

W 9th St. & Guadelupe St.          SE Corner

W. 12th St. & Blanco St.             SE Corner

W. 12th St. & Rio Grande St.      NW Corner

W. 15th St. & San Antonio St.     SW Corner

W. 22nd St. & Nueces St.            SW Corner

W. 41st St. & Speedway St.         SW Corner

MLK Jr. Blvd. & Chicon St.          SE Corner

E. 13th St. & Coleto St.              NE Corner

Pennsylvania Ave. & Leona St.    NE Corner

E. 11th St. & Trinity St.               SE Corner

E. 11th St. & Lydia St.                SW Corner

Canterbury St. & Lynn St.          NE Corner 

Barton Springs & Stratford DR.  Zilker Park
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Coffee
East Austin is a great place to answer the 
age-old question: can I drink too much 
coffee? There’s just so much insanely good 
coffee happening around here. Check these 

places out until the jitters take over.

CARTEL

The closest coffee shop to your bed. 

1813 E 6th St.

CUVEE

The Godfather of third wave coffee 
in Austin.

2000 E 6th St.

FLAT TRACK

Roaster + coffee + bicycles = WIN

1619 E Cesar Chavez St.

GREATER GOODS COFFEE 
ROASTING

Come for the caffeine buzz, stay for 
the design vibes, learn how to roast 

coffee while you’re at it.

2501 E 5th St.

flitch coffee

Great coffee  & breakfast tacos  
enjoyed on a giant patio. Attached to 

a wood shop. Naturally!  

631 Tillery St.
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Morning Brunch

SOUR DUCK MARKET

Park yourself on their patio 
and keep it basic with 

avocado toast or not so basic 
with goat chorizo hash.

1814 E MLK Blvd.

Sa-tén

Come for the caffeine kick. 
Stay a while for standout 

Japanese bites.

916 Springdale Rd., Bldg 3

PAPERBOY

Texas hash, B.E.C. Need we 
say more?

1704 E Cesar Chavez St.

PAPER route

Coffee from Cenote. Pop-
Tarts (and much more) from 

Paper Route. Do it!

1010 E Cesar Chavez St.

JUAN IN A MILLION

Snag the Don Juan Taco, big 
enough to feed a family of 4.

2300 E Cesar Chavez St.

picnik

Adios gluten, corn, peanuts, 
and soy. Hola butter coffee 

with Moon Dust powder and 
almond fl our tortilla tacos.

3020 E Cesar Chavez St.

BLUE DAHLIA BISTRO 

East Austin’s slice of 
French countryside in a 
fetching garden setting. 

1115 E 11th St.

RUSSIAN HOUSE
  

Fill up on vodka, caviar, 
and blini (Russian crepes) 
while playing dress up in 

Soviet swag. If nothing 
else, do it for the gram. 

307 E 5th St.

LICHA’S CANTINA

An inventive brunch your 
guacamole-and-cerveza-
loving heart will not soon 

forget.

1306 E 6th St.

Ciscos

Take a nod from Willie 
Nelson and snag a hearty 

bite out of the best migas 
in town at this iconic 

Austin institution.

1511 E. 6th St.

Il Brutto

When frozen aperol 
spritz and Austin’s fi nest 

handmade carbs get 
together on a sun-fi lled 
patio, Sunday Funday is 

unavoidable.

1601 E. 6th St.

&
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Night Late

suerte

Masa-based Mexican.  
Grown-up, but not stuffy.

1800 E 6th St.

LENOIR

By the same folks who 
run the restaurants 
downstairs.

1807 S 1st St.

Pitchfork Pretty

Where seasonal, garden-
sourced southern eats 
meet eco-modern vibes.

2708 E Cesar Chavez St.

VIXEN’S WEDDING

We’re biased. But it’s real 
good.

Downstairs

THE BREWER’S TABLE

You really can’t go wrong 
when brew and savory 
bites diplomatically share 
the spotlight.

4715 E 5th St.

FUKUMOTO

Sake, authentic yakitori, 
and edomae sushi team 
up for an exhilarating 
adventure for the senses.  

514 Medina St.

Justine’s

Bistro, open late.  
Simultaneously incredibly 
Parisien and Austinite.  

4710 E 5th St. 

DOMO ALLEY-GATO

Japanese curries join 
highball cocktails in this hip 
courtyard complete with 
Maneki-neko and a sea of 
glowing red lanterns.  

1600 E 6th St.

VIA 313

Detroit-style pizza sliced 
and diced to cheesy 
(and even gluten-free) 
perfection.   

700 W 6th St.

Delray cafe

Where food truck tater tot 
dreams are realized after 
the sun ducks out for the 
night.

1133 E 11th St

east side king

Japanese street food with 
Austin soul. Located on the 
back patio of Liberty bar.  
Start with beet fries, then 
try Poor Qui buns, and fi nish 
with Tori Meshi. 

1618  E 6th St.

&
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bufalina

Slice up an ingenious 
carousel of Neapolitan 
pizza and prepare to 
reach foodie nirvana.

1519  E Cesar Chavez St.

easy tiger on 6th

Amazing design. Great 
pretzels. Great sausages. 
Lots of beer.

709 E 6th St.

Hillside Farmacy

Formerly Hillside 
Drugstore, this culinary 
den oozing with charm 
dishes out not-to-be-
missed oysters, classic 
crab cakes, and the OG 
big brekkie. 

2600 E Cesar Chavez St.

Lefty’s Brick bar

Imagine if banh mi 
sandwiches and po’ boys 
threw a block party with 
rotisserie meats? Throw 
in delicious booze and 
hop downstairs to join 
the fi esta. 

Next  door

juiceland

Smoothie & juice lovers 
dreamland.

2601 E Cesar Chavez St.

SPUN Ice Cream

For ice cream lovers 
and chemistry nerds: 
liquid nitrogen ice 
cream. Dippin’ Dots for 
the new generation.

1912 E 7th St.

Gelateria Gemelli 
(+ coffee + digestifs)

After dinner, you need 
amaro because you ate 
too much. Then gelato 
because it’s delicious. 
Then amaro because 
maybe you didn’t need 
the gelato?  We’re our 
own worst enemy.

1009 E 6th St.

PROHIBITION 
CREAMERY

Every time booze 
mingles with ice cream, 
a unicorn is born.

1407 E 7th St.

capital city 
bakery

All-vegan treats ain’t 
supposed to be this 
good, but these are 
taste bud gold. 

2211 E Cesar Chavez St.

Anytime Sweets Beer & Cider

LAZURUS BREWING

A brew, root beer, kombucha, 
and espresso playground mere 
steps from your bed. 

1902 E 6th St

AUSTIN EASTCIDERS

Rose and blood orange cider? 
Need we say more? Cider is 
where it’s at y’all. 

979 Springdale Rd Ste. 130

FRIENDS & ALLIES 
BREWING COMPANY

May your glass/can runneth 
over with frothy brews of 
all varieties from the Urban 
Chicken Saison to the Guava 
Berliner Weisse. Should hunger 
strike, the on-site Ginger 
Armadillo food truck has got 
you covered. 

979 Springdale Rd  Ste. 124

ZILKER BREWING

Whether it’s the Parks & Rec 
Pale Ale, Coffee Milk Stout, or 
Honey Blonde American Ale, 
you’re sure to wet your whistle 
in true East Austin fashion. 
  
1701 E 6th St.

BLUE OWL 

Sours are the name of their 
badass brew game. 

2400 E Cesar Chavez St. #300
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Las Trancas 
Taqueria

Mexican street tacos 
packing a flavorful punch. 
They aren’t Texas-sized so 
order generously and wash 
down with a Mexican soda 
for good measure.

1210 E Cesar Chavez St

ARLOS
 
Plant-based comfort food 
and vegan burgers even a 
carnivore would devour. 

1700 E 6th St.

DONER KEBAB
KING KARL

You may or may not get the 
meat sweats, but don’t say 
we didn’t warn you.  

2207 E Cesar Chavez St. 

SOURSOP 

Roti tacos, pho-tine, and 
eggplant panang curry 
is what this pan-asian 
culinary euphoria is all 
about. Bonus: it’s parked 
at St. Elmo’s beer garden. 
You’re welcome.
  
440 E St Elmo Rd. g2

POKE ME LONG TIME
 
Just close your eyes and 
you’re basically in Hawaii.
 
1606 E 6th St.

PATRIZI’S

Dishes up old-school italian 
favorites and housemade 
pasta on an atmospheric 
low-lit patio outside of The 
Vortex and Butterfly Bar.   

2307 E Manor Rd.

Beer & Cider Food Trucks 
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in the United States. That’s about one food truck 
per 25,000 people. They are said to be “the rising 
tide lifting all boats in the culinary sea.”



LA BARBECUE

LeAnn & Ali kill it. The Mueller’s 
are barbecue royalty. Everything 

is good here. Everything.

Closed Mondays & Tuesdays!

2027 E Cesar Chavez St.

FRANKLIN’S

If you haven’t heard about this, 
why are we still talking?

Go real early!

900 E 11th St.

SOUTHSIDE MARKET
& BARBECUE

Not close, but get Elgin-style 
sausages and lamb/mutton here.

1212 US-290

MICKLETHWAIT CRAFT MEATS

The original trailer is an East 
Austin classic.

1309 Rosewood Ave.

VALENTINA’S TEX MEX BBQ

We once went on Valentine’s Day 
and ordered the menu.  Amazing, 

but maybe not the best night 
for it?

11500 Manchaca Rd.

Terry Black’s bbq

Serving up generations of fi nger 
lickin’ tradition from the meat-
loving heart of Lockhart, Texas.

1003 Barton Springs Rd.

8

MICKLETHWAIT CRAFT MEATS



Guadalupe Street

Referred to as “The Drag.” 
The strip of Guadalupe St. 
directly west of the
UT Campus.

Manchaca Road 

When people say ManCHACK, 
they mean Manchaca (named 
after Antonio Menchaca, 
who fought for Texas in the 
battle of San Jacinto). The 
correct pronunciation is 
Man•Cha•KAH

Mopac

Loop 1 or Highway 1. Refers to 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad, 
which runs down the middle 
of Loop 1. Go figure.

Pedernales

Often pronounced 
Per-den-a-less.

New Waterloo

In 1837 settlers founded the 
village of Waterloo on the 
Colorado River. By 1839, 
Waterloo became Austin, 
capital of the Republic 
of Texas.

If you’re looking to fi t in around here, make 
sure you’re talking like an Austinite. Not an 
Austonian. Defi nitely not an Austiner.

HOLD YER HORSES!
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the white horse

An eastside gem. Always loud, 
packed and multi-generational, 
this honky-tonk is about as 
Austin as it gets.

500 Comal St.

HISTORIC SCOOT INN

Another eastside gem (there 
are a lot of ‘em). Since 1871, the 
Scoot Inn has been a great place 
to grab a beer, catch a show and 
show off those Skee-ball skills 
(fun fact: Skee-ball was invented 
in 1871 by Abraham Lincoln, from 
beyond the grave).  

1308 E 4th St.

SKYLARK LOUNGE

The word “gem” is thrown 
around far too often these days, 
but…The Skylark is the spot 
for a good fi x of jazz and blues. 
Dancing always encouraged. 

20139 Airport Blvd. 

STAY GOLD

A relative newcomer to the East 
Austin live music scene, Stay 
Gold is the kind of dive bar that 
can still throw together a hell of 
a craft cocktail.

1910 E Cesar Chavez St.

ANTONE’S

Step aside honky-tonks, here’s a 
dance-inducing house of blues 
not to be missed. 

305 E  5th St.

Carnaval Brasileiro

South by Southwest

Urban Music Festival

Rodeo Austin

Honk! TX Festival

Old Settler’s Music Fest

Levitation Music Festival 

PECAN STREET FESTIVAL

Willie Nelson’s 4th of July Picnic

ACL Music Festival

sound on sound fest
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If you’re in Austin, chances are there’s a musical festival going on somewhere. 
Here are some of our favorites:

VISIT W W W.SHOWLISTAUSTIN.ORG  FOR  FUN MUSIC HAPPENIN’S
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Carnaval Brasileiro

South by Southwest

Urban Music Festival

Rodeo Austin

Honk! TX Festival

Old Settler’s Music Fest

Levitation Music Festival 

PECAN STREET FESTIVAL

Willie Nelson’s 4th of July Picnic

ACL Music Festival

sound on sound fest

WHISLER’S

Right across the street! 
Pop in for a nightcap.

And check out the upstairs 
mezcal bar if Cuervo 

ain’t your speed anymore. 

1816 E 6th St.

KING BEE LOUNGE

Dive bar vibes with high
quality drinks.

1906 E 12th St.

HOTEL VEGAS

Divey live music spot. Not a
hotel, but they might let 

you sleep there.

1502 E 6th St.

Kitty Cohen’s
Snag a retro poolside libation and 
pick up a habit or two from Kitty: 

a strong woman who can drink 
anyone under the table, swear 

like a sailor, and have a good time 
while doing it.

2211 Webberville Rd.

nickel city

Top-notch cocktails, frozen 
drinks, and Detroit-style coney 

dogs until 2am every night. 

1133 E 11th St.

MILONGA ROOM

A tantalizing speakeasy conjuring 
Argentinian vibes tucked beneath 

Buenos Aires Café.

1201 E 6th St.

If you’re in Austin, chances are there’s a musical festival going on somewhere. 
Here are some of our favorites:

February

March

March

March

March

April

April

May

July

October

November

VISIT W W W.SHOWLISTAUSTIN.ORG  FOR  FUN MUSIC HAPPENIN’S

11



BANGER’S SAUSAGE HOUSE & 
BEER GARDEN

30 housemade sausages, 200+ beers on tap, 
and a brass band Sunday brunch is what day 
drinking dreams are made of.  

79 Rainey St.

HALF STEP

Where the craft cocktail game is strong and 
the disco ball shines bright. 

75 ½   Rainey St.

EMMER & RYE 

If small plates and fl avorful bites are the 
apple of your eye, then this dim sum slinging, 
heirloom grain mecca is your new haven.

51 Rainey St. #110

ICENHAUER’S 

Everything’s bigger in Texas so order a Sangria 
the size of your head and shake your polaroid 
picture in their backyard patio.
   
83 Rainey St.

Little Brother Bar

Café by day. Bar by night. Always awesome.

89 Rainey St.

Rainey Street

If shitshows are your thing and you want to take a 

page from Anna’s book (our Director of Marketing 

who joyously resides there), then this bungalow-

lined street of debauchery is your oyster.
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R.J. Historyman

In 1910, Preston Kong set out to build Austin’s first hotel east of East Avenue. Ten 

years in, plagued by delays and with only a framed structure to show for his efforts, 

Kong had spiraled into alcoholism with an emerging temper that became infamous. 

He cemented the nickname “The Donkey” when, during an argument with a 

contractor, he furiously kicked a support pillar, shifting the building’s frame and 

permanently slanting several floorplates. The contractor stormed off and Kong’s 

project ground to a halt.

The abandoned structure quickly drew in Prohibition-era bootlegger, Mitchell 

Shiner, who quietly set up operations from the top floor. With the depressed 

Kong steadfastly avoiding his doomed project, Shiner was able to run undetected 

for nearly two years. When Kong finally discovered the bootlegger, he kidnapped 

Shiner’s wife on the building’s top floor. According to witness accounts, Shiner 

attempted a dramatic rescue, scrambling up slanted floors and climbing tattered 

scaffolding to get to his wife. When Shiner ultimately reached her perch, Kong had 

already scrambled off, never to be seen again. Some say he spent his remaining 

days in an illicit go-kart ring.

In 1935, Kong’s antics were dramatized in one of the first talkies ever produced in 

Texas, “Kong, the Donkey.” In the 1970s, the movie became an odd obsession of a 

Japanese film student who would soon join a fledgling video game studio. Although 

Kong’s hotel project sat abandoned for a half century, it was finally completed in 

2019, becoming ARRIVE East Austin.
13
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ELLSWORTH KELLY’S
Austin

A chapel dedicated to color and form 
outside The Blanton Museum of Art on 
UT’s campus. 

200 E Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

JAMES TURRELL’S SKYSPACE
The Color Inside

A beautiful, disorienting, quiet space for 
contemplating perception. 

2201 Speedway (on the UT campus)

AI WEI WEI’S
Forever Bicycles

Over a thousand bicycles assembled into a 
giant public art installation.

Anne & Roy Butler Hike
and  Bike Trail 

PARAMOUNT THEATER
austintheatre.org

Pop over to Congress for concerts, musicals, 
comedy, and even classic fi lms at a majestic 
icon dating back to 1915.

713 Congress Ave

COLDTOWNE THEATER
coldtownetheater.com

Catch a night of hilarity at this comedy club 
boasting local and national acts in comfy digs, 
plus improv and sketch classes. 

4803 Airport Blvd

GROUND FLOOR THEATRE
groundfloortheatre.org

Snag a front row seat at this theatre 
incubator that fosters groundbreaking works 
which shine a light on groups that seldom 
bask in light.

979 Springdale Rd; Suite 122

THE VORTEX
vortexrep.org

From world premiere plays and ritual theater 
to operas and musicals, this local favorite 
transgresses conventional theatrical forms 
to serve up artistry from a new perspective.

2307 Manor Road

east austin studio tour

A free, annual, self-guided art 
event spanning two weekends in 
November. A great chance to see 
East Austin’s artistic chops.

east.bigmedium.org

fusebox festival

For one week in April, one of the 
country’s preeminent performing 
arts festivals lights up Austin. All 
performances are totally free. 

www.fuseboxfestival.com
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Get Inspired

Much like our fi ne feathered Monk Parakeet 

neighbors, this town is an eclectic, expressive 

fl ock budding with fl air. Watch talent unfold 

before your eyes at any of the following:

Art



Uncommon Objects 

Finally, the curiosity shop that 
you’ve been dreaming about. 

A great mix of eccentric, 
authentic, and haunted. 

1602 Fortview St.

Room Service Vintage

An Austin icon. Tchotchkes and 
doodads up the wazoo. 

117 N Loop Blvd E

Charm School Vintage 

Top-notch ladies’ vintage 
clothing here in East Austin.

1111 E 11th St. #150

TAKE HEART
High-quality, thoughtful objects 

for home and people.

1211 E 11th St.

EAST AUSTIN SUCCULENTS

The mothership for cacti, 
succulents, and exotic plant life 
of all varieties. Get them potted 

to your liking for a small fee.  

801 Tillery St.

BLACKFEATHER
VINTAGE WORKS

Vintage clothing, art, home 
goods and more. You’ll be 
instantly cooler once you 

step inside.

979 Springdale Rd. #98

S
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O
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Get Outside

Stroll the Barton
Creek Greenbelt

A total gem. 800+ acres of outdoor 
space to hike, bike, climb, or just 
drink in the sun. Enter at the Barton 
Springs Trailhead for a great hike to 
Campbell’s hole. 

SUP in Lady Bird Lake

If you haven’t tried SUP (stand-up 
paddleboarding) yet, well…there’s 
no time like the present. And it’s 
much easier than it looks. Rent a 
board (or a kayak) at the Rowing 
Dock or the Texas Rowing Center 
and you’re on your way. 

Watch the Congress
Bridge Bats

From March through October, a 
couple million Mexican free-tailed 
bats make their home on the 
underside of the Congress Avenue 
bridge. Head over around sunset 
to see them all wake up, stretch 
their legs and start looking for some 
breakfast. 

COOL DOWN OR HEAT
UP IN WIMBERLeY

Hit the road and venture to Hill 
Country’s Wimberley for a dip in the 
natural wonder that is Jacob’s Well 
and the Blue Hole. Fire things up by 
learning the art of glassmaking at 
Wimberley Glassworks to follow.
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Hit the road and venture to Hill 
Country’s Wimberley for a dip in the 
natural wonder that is Jacob’s Well 
and the Blue Hole. Fire things up by 
learning the art of glassmaking at 
Wimberley Glassworks to follow.

Take a Swim at
Barton Springs Pool

Honestly, one of the coolest things in 
Austin. Whether you want to swim 
or just sunbathe, this is the spot to 

do it like a local. Come at night 
between 9-10pm when admission is 

free and the pool is less crowded. And 
if you happen to be there on a full 

moon…you’ll see. Or, just a hop, skip 
and a jump from Barton Springs, 

check out Deep Eddy Pool – another 
great spot to cool off  in a spring-fed 

pool and a great spot for kids!

Closed midday Thursdays

Free 5-8am and 9-10pm daily



The fi eld guide you’re reading and the artworks decorating the walls and 
keys of your ARRIVE Hotel room were created by Sarah Presson, Austin 
Creative Director and founder of Eye Like Design.

Describing collage as “painting with paper,” Sarah notes that it’s an 
intentional art form in which product always points back to process. Each 
layer sourced from old books and magazines selected for their rich colors 
and contrasting fi nishes, to craft, from seeming chaos, a coherent story. 

Eye Like Design partnered with ARRIVE Hotel to capture East Austin’s 
native funkiness and multicultural vibe, as well as pay tribute to the state’s 
larger “cowboy mythology.” The collages in this collection are inspired 
by Texas’s unique physical landscapes (its piney curtains, arid deserts, 
and endless skies), and the psychic landscapes they engender (open, 
refl ective spaces for cosmic contemplation). An added dash of Tex-Mex 
fl avor and retro Americana elements borrow from a color palette dually 
inspired by Austin’s seasonal wildfl ower explosion and those year-round 
visitors, our bright green monk parakeets!

A Tennessee transplant, over the past decade Sarah’s been privileged 
to observe the “magic” of East Austin fi rsthand. “This city is vibrant, 
friendly, progressive and warm, it's so conducive to creativity,” she says. 
“I feel lucky to call it home.” Each collage featured in Arrive Hotel is an 
allegory for the kind of experience she hopes every guest enjoys while 
visiting the live music capital of the world.

The collages in your room are 
available for purchase at:

www .sarahpresson . com

c o l l a g e  a r t + d e s i g n




